Kinetics of the spontaneously occurring common variable hypogammaglobulinemia: an analysis of two individuals with previously normal immunoglobulin levels.
Two males with previously normal serum immunoglobulin levels who spontaneously developed common variable hypogammaglobulinemia were investigated. In one patient serum samples obtained before and after the development of hypogammaglobulinemia were analyzed. A parallel decrease in serum IgM, IgG (all 4 subclasses), IgA (both subclasses) as well as kappa and lambda light chains was found. Serum IgD and IgE also decreased but reached a minimum level before the other immunoglobulin classes. A bone marrow aspirate obtained before the development of hypogammaglobulinemia in this patient showed 1.2% plasma cells, whereas the frequency was only 0.1% when low serum immunoglobulins were recorded. These observations demonstrate the existence of adult onset hypogammaglobulinemia.